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Just Saying No

Florida ranks high in teaching kids about the
dangers of tobacco
BY ANNA RABHAN

In a recent annual report on
states’ funding of tobacco pre-
vention programs, Florida
ranked 13th in protecting kids
from tobacco. The study,
released by a coalition of health
and wellness organizations
including the American Heart
Association and the Campaign
for Tobacco-Free Kids, also
found that Florida spends $62.3
million a year on tobacco cessa-
tion and prevention programs;
no small number, but tobacco
companies spend on average
$734.2 million a year to market
their products in the Sunshine
State.

The Tobacco-Free
Jacksonville Coalition, assisted
by the Duval County Health
Department and the American
Lung Association, sponsors
Students Working Against
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Tobacco (SWAT), a group of stu-
dents who have been instrumen-
tal to the Coalition’s efforts.
Stephen McCloskey, tobacco
prevention program manager
for DCHD, says that SWAT has
concentrated recently on policy
to restrict the sale of candy-
flavored tobacco products. "The
kids are angry about it," says
McCloskey, "so they've been
going to City Council meetings,
and they've been successful in
getting some product place-
ment ordinances as well as reso-
lutions.”

McCloskey urges concerned
parents to encourage their kids
to join existing SWAT chapters,
organize their own chapter or to
join the national SWAT group.
More info at tobaccofreejack-
sonville.org. *
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