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Many First Coast private schools
provide an education in philanthropy
BY ANNA RABHAN

any parents of today’s students may
remember a "service-learning hours" grad-
uation requirement. Such community
service initiatives provide students the
opportunity to learn and develop by meeting a community
need, and research confirms their efficacy. Luanna G. Nissan
of the Center on Philanthropy at Indiana University writes in
The Growth of Youth Philanthropy in the United States, "Students

who participate in service learning are more likely to display they've learned about philanthropy to a part-
concern for their communities, become volunteers as adults, nership with White Oak Conservation Center
perform better academically, and exhibit stronger critical- in Yulee. For three years, teacher Nita Hurley J
thinking and writing skills."” While the approaches they take has coordinated the students’ work with the ‘ 1
differ, area private and parochial schools have a strong tradi- Rain Forest Alliance, which led to DM's adop-
tion of teaching philanthropy through service, and both tion of the ckapi, an endangered species.

Jacksonville and its students reap the benefits.

Discovery Montessori, a primary school in Jacksonville
Beach, combines direct learning about philanthropic concepts
and an experiential approach. Students are applying what

Students learned about the okapi, raised
funds for the Okapi Conservation Project (a
White Oak partner) by selling Rain Forest Wi
Alliance-certified organic chocolate and, in
November 2011, visited White Oak to see the =0
animals firsthand. i

"Once you activate children in making a dif-
ference, they really rise to the occasion,” says
Hurley. “When we went to White Oak, Steve
Shurter, the director, was with us for the day
znd told me that he was just blown away by
the amount of knowledge these young chil-
dren had. They are so engaged in this work," Cs

Parents have noticed the benefits for their (N
¥ids as well. "The parents are so amazed at
what their children know," says Hurley, "not
Just about the okapi, but about what they can
do and about how what we do here impacts
the world."

Episcopal School of Jacksonville requires
the completion of a set number of community-
service hours. "It helps us expose students to
opportunities that they might not necessarily Comn
choose to do,” says Meg Sacks, director of
marketing. “They learn that community ser-
vice can be a huge part of their life and that
they can do things that they love, like play
soccer, but also create a community service

Provi

e ; component.” '

Burr Foundation for Children has reached thousands of first-through fifth- Mll-jddle school students fulfill the require- D
p Be Safe (SUBS) safety and child abuse prevention program. Clay and Duval ment via class projects, but upper school
2m during the 2010-11 school year. The five Speak Up Be Safe safety rules students participate in service projects in the =
moude: "It's my bodyl” “Ask an adult if | am safe,” “| have choices,” "Tell some- community as well as on campus. Episcopal’s Di“""e_‘}‘_;’“
o= wisit moniqueburrfoundation.org. % BY JESSICA MALDONADO ~ fine arts department stucents recently =
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spiritual education focuses on being a com- www.seacoastchristianacademy.com
munity leader and giving back to the commu-
nity." By the time all 143 students in the class
of 2011 graduated, they had accumulated
27,000 hours of service.

At The Bolles School, philanthropy educa-
tion is part of a larger character education
program. Bolles’ senior director of communi-
cations and marketing, Jan Olson, explains,
"We believe that if it's required, then they're
not really learning what it means. Our kids
participate because they want to."

Bolles’ upper school students complete
{ every aspect of service through student-

formed, chartered clubs that must include a
i' philanthropic component. The upper school
1 activities cirector, Piper Moyer-Shad, says, "It's

pretty cool at [the upper school] level to see
! them maturing into that responsibility and
| taking ownership of the different activities
they're doing."
| Bolles’ 800 high school students raised over
$30,000 last year for local, national and inter-
national charities and helped countless people

“Once you step on the
campus, you just know.”

u
the Salvation Army's Angel Tree. "We have 2
lot of students that go on to work with the BEACHES N
same organizations in college,”" says Moyer- EPISCOPAL .
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dents to those opportunities engages them in
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the community—and in that scenario, ever |
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