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October 4-7 – The North Florida Land Trust is the 
beneficiary of the Kayak/SUP Race at the Florida 
Surfing Championships in Jacksonville Beach. 
You can watch the multi-day event at the pier. It 
includes exhibits, bands, an eco-village and, of 
course, surfing. Or you can participate in the five-
mile ocean paddle, from just north of the Jack-
sonville Beach Pier to Atlantic Beach and back. 
It’s not for amateurs, though! The race involves 
breaking waves, battling weather-related elements 
and challenging the mighty Atlantic while specta-
tors cheer you on. For more info and registration, 
visit www.ussurfingchampionships.com/#!sup--
kayak/cg3b.
 
October 6 – The Timucuan Preserve hosts Har-
vest Day, a special event marking the end of the 
harvest season at Kingsley Plantation. Visitors will 
experience life at a time when survival depended 
on nature’s rhythms. From 10 am to 4 pm, dem-
onstrations include cooking, blacksmithing and 
the harvest of Sea Island cotton and indigo. Visi-
tors can help with butter churning, cotton ginning 
and producing indigo dye. The highlight of the day 
will be a cooking demonstration by culinary his-
torian Michael Twitty. The event is free and open 
to the public. For more information, call Kingsley 
Plantation at 251-3537 or visit www.nps.gov/
foca/index.htm.
 
October 8 – The Sierra Club, Northeast Florida 
Group’s monthly meeting topic, “The price of 
sprawl,” highlights an important eco-issue. Janet 
Stanko will detail the hidden costs for taxpay-
ers of overdevelopment, such as home values 
and water supply. The meeting starts at 7 pm at 
Lakewood Presbyterian Church. All are welcome. 
Bring your own cup to reduce waste in the landfill. 
Contact Janet Larson, 247-1876, with questions. 
www.florida.sierraclub.org/northeast.
 
October 11 – First Coast Outfitters has somehow 
managed to secure the expertise of South African 
12-time Molokai World Surf Ski Champion Oscar 
Chalupsky for a Forward Stroke Paddling Clinic! 
The clinic starts at 12 pm at FCO’s Jacksonville 
Beach shop and costs $100. You must call 595-
5976 to reserve as space is limited. For more 
information about FCO, visit www.firstcoastoutfit-
ters.com.
 
October 13 – The Jacksonville Arboretum and 
Gardens is set to participate in The Human 
Race! Yes, JAG is already staffed by actual hu-
mans; this race is a 5K walk/run and one-mile 
walk sponsored by HandsOn Jacksonville and 
1st Place Sports to offer community nonprofits 
an opportunity to raise money. The event takes 
place at St. Johns Town Center. Register online at 
www.1stplacesports.com. Designate the Arbore-
tum as your nonprofit choice and they will receive 
half of the $40 registration fee. For more informa-
tion, go to www.handsonjacksonville.com/race.
 
October 13 – The Beaches Local Food Network 
holds its annual Fall Plant Sale from 2-5 pm at 
the Beaches Green Market in Jarboe Park. All 
proceeds go to their outreach programs. Visit 
www.beacheslocalfoodnetwork.org for more 
information. 

October 13 – Tree Hill Nature Center’s Second 
Saturday programs are back! Mature kids and 
adults can learn to make a basic fire using a 
variety of tools during Fire Building 101. Satur-
day programs are $5 for members and $10 for 

nonmembers (includes admission), start at 1 pm 
and last about 45 minutes. Wear comfortable, 
weather-appropriate clothing; closed-toe shoes 
are recommended. Space is limited and is on 
a first-come, first-served basis the day of the 
program, so register online at www.secure.qgiv.
com/for/thnc/event/4394/ to reserve your spot! 
For more information, visit www.treehill.org.
 
October 16 – The Duval County Extension Office 
hosts a free gardening program from 6-8 pm 
at the Mandarin Regional Library on Kori Road. 
Topics include composting, shade plants and 
cool-season vegetables. Register by calling Becky 
at 255-7450.
 
October 20 – Join the Georgia Sea Turtle Center 
for some fall fun at the 6th annual Turtleween 
Shell-e-bration. Magic tricks, games, crafts, 
and activities for the whole family, plus a hayride 
tour through the Jekyll Island Historic Pier Road 
Shops! Wear your best costume and be on the 
lookout for Scute, the GSTC mascot, as he judges 
the costume contest. This turtle-tastic event, 
from 11 am to 4 pm, is free with paid admission 
to the Georgia Sea Turtle Center. Visit www.geor-
giaseaturtlecenter.org for more information and 
directions.

October 20 – St. Vincent’s Healthcare and the 
Jacksonville Farmers Market present a Fall Fun & 
Wellness Festival at the market on Beaver Street 
from 10 am until 2 pm. Learn to use your market 
veggies in cooking demos by local chefs. Enjoy 
live entertainment and get vital health informa-
tion. This family-friendly event also includes face 
painting, a bounce house, storytime, appearances 
by Clifford the Big Red Dog, and more! The event 
is free and open to the public. Check out www.
jaxhealth.com/farmersmarket for more.
 
November 3 – Have you been thinking about 
incorporating more fruits, vegetables and grains 
into your diet, maybe even exploring what veg-
etarian and vegan diets are all about? Or do you 
just like a festival atmosphere with lots of food 
vendors, animals to pet, music and more? Then 
the Girls Gone Green’s 3rd annual Northeast 
Florida Veg Fest is perfect for you! From 10 am 
to 5 pm in Riverside Park, join them for rivet-
ing speakers, fantastic freebies, raffles, cooking 
demos, movie screenings and non-stop fun... for 
free! Visit www.nfvegfest.org/index.html for more 
information.
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